Medication, toxic, and vitamin-related neuropathies.
Although medication, toxic, and vitamin-related neuropathies are rare causes of neuropathy, they are important to recognize because they are treatable and preventable. It is often difficult to conclusively demonstrate that a particular agent is the cause of neuropathy, but understanding the specific electrodiagnostic and clinical patterns produced by these agents is critical for making these assessments. The clinical and electrodiagnostic features for many of these neuropathies have been well established. The exact mechanism by which some of these agents produce neuropathy is only now beginning to be revealed. These mechanisms are critical for both understanding the normal function of nerves as well as eventually devising specific treatments. A large number of medications and toxins can produce neuropathy. This article reviews the clinical characteristics, electrodiagnostic features, and mechanism of action (when known) of those agents that produce the most severe, or perhaps the most unique features of, neuropathy.